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and try and get a little sleep; and when I made as though I
would leave her she upbraided me in the gentlest, most ex-
pressive, and most effectual manner, by saying, " Can you not
watch with me one night? It will soon be over, and what
matters a few hours shorter or longer now? I have done with
the body. I shall soon leave it for ever."

And so we watched and counselled and prayed and believed
together through that long night.

In another entry we read:

She took hold of my hand almost at^the very beginning, and
took the ring off her finger, and slipping it on to mine, said:
" By this token we were united for time, and by it now we are
united for eternity." I kissed her, and promised that I would
be faithful to the vow and be hers and hers alone for ever and
ever.

That ring became William Booth's most cherished pos-
session. One may say that it was his only " personal
property/'

There are references in the diary to a young doctor, an
agnostic, who attended the dying woman, and whose soul,
even in her agonies, she endeavoured to influence. It is
striking to think of the spirit of Catherine Booth, labouring
on her death-bed to save the soul of a man whose science
was unable to save her body;

She said to him when he came out that she really did not see
what was the use of her staying here any longer as she could
not do any good. "Indeed you do/' he'answered; "you are
benefitting all about you/" She said she could not see it. He
said, " You have done me good; you see your courage and
anxiety for my welfare are so beautiful/'

She spoke to him beautifully, saying that she would like to
hear when she got on the other side that the Dr. who had at-
tended her had been brought to Christ through her words. I
had a few words with him further about spiritual matters
downstairs, and he went away in a very subdued manner. In
fact, again and again the tears came into his eyes. We must
pray for him.

Mrs. Booth had a nice talk with the Dr. and discovered that
he had some patients in great poverty, whereupon she asked
him if he would distribute a sovereign amongst them for her,
to which he readily assented. And then she tacked on to it
a commission to distribute a War Cry to each as well. To
this he assented in a most ready manner. It was curious to